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SALLUTUTHA APXEOJIOLLUKA
UCTPAXXNBAA HAJTABULWLTA
NMUWbAKOBALl KO BNIAANYUHOT
XAHA

Mupocnas Jlasuh, ®dunosodckn dakyntet, beorpas
Mupko Mekosuh, BojHn My3ej, Beorpaa

KrbyuHe peun: JyxHa Cpbuja, BnagmuuH XaH,
MurbakoBal, 3alWITUTHA COHAAXHA UCTPaXKMBaka,
6poH3aHo foba,cTapuje reosgeHo goba

Apxeosiowko HanasuwTe MNumbakosay,
Hanas3n ce y atapy cena KpxuHue Ha
oKo 2 km oa BnagunumnHor XaHa, Ha
NpOCTPaHOj peyYyHoj Tepacu, Heaaneko o4
ywha notoka NemaH y JyxHy Mopasy.
HanasuwTe 3axBaTta MOBpPLUMHY 04 OKO
4 ha, a no ocu ceBep - jyr cagawrbu nyT
JNleckoBau - Bpare genu ra Ha asa gena
NpMBAMXKHO jeaHake NOBpLUMHE.

Kao apxeonowko HanasuwTe
3abenexeHo je NpuanMKoM
pekorHocumpara 1964. rogunHe,

Kaga Cy KOHCTAaTOBaHM aTUMUYHMU
dparmMeHTN Kepamunke, HajsepoBaTHuje
6poH3aHogoncke. Takohe, 0BO HanasuwTe
je KoHCTaToBaHO M peKorHocunparmmma ys
Tpacy aytonyta E70, jyHa 2002. roavHe
04 CTpaHe ekmne HapoaHor myseja y
Beorpaay.

3aWwTMTHa COHAaXHa UCTpaXuBara
HanasuwTa NMu/bakoBal n3segeHa cy y
nepuoay og 04. no 24. anpuna 2003.
roanHe. NMpocnekunjom noBpLUnHe
HanasuwTa yTBpheHo je aa je weros
3anagHun Aeo NpUINYHO AeBacTupaH
cnupameM Ta, CTora je uy wemy
3anaxeHa Mama KOHUeHTpaumja
apXeosIoWKOor MaTtepujana. Y nCToO4YHOM
Aeny HanasuwTa, Koje Aenun ceocku
nyT, KOHUEHTpauuja Hanasa, 0AHOCHO
Kepamuke, kameHa, kyhHor nena je
3HaTHO Beha. MNoaena HanasuwTa
MarncrpaaHuMM U NoKaaHUM NyTeM
yC/l0BW/Ia je Aa OHO Yy TOKY UCTpa)kmBama
6yae noge/beHO Ha YeTUpuU cekTopa y
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RESCUE EXCAVATIONS OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
PILJAKOVAC NEAR THE TOWN OF
VLADICIN HAN
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Archaeological site Piljakovac is
located in the area of the village of
Krznica, at approximately 2 km from the
town of Vladicin Han. It is situated on
the vast river terrace not far from the
confluence of the stream Geman with the
South Morava river. The site encompasses
an overall ground area of around 4 ha and
it is roughly divided in half by the local
road Leskovac - Vranje.
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This archaeological site was first
registered in 1964 during a ground
survey of this area when atypical pottery
shards were discovered, most likely
dating from the Bronze Age. The ground
survey carried out along the E70 highway,
in June of 2002, by the team from the
National Museum in Belgrade also showed
the existence of an archaeological site on
this location.

Rescue excavations at Piljakovac
were carried out in the period of 4-24
April 2003. After the ground survey, it
was determined that the western part
of the site was substantially devastated
by the ground erosion which was the
reason why archaeological finds in this
part were very scarce. In the eastern
part of the site, divided by the local road,
archaeological artifacts, mostly pottery
shards, stone and daub, were discovered
in a larger number. The division of the
site by local roads caused the excavated
surface to be divided into four sectors.

In each of the sectors one trench was
opened, overall excavated area of 102



KOjuMa cy oTBOpeHe YeTupwu npobHe
COHAE, pasnMunTUX AMMeH3unja, yKkynHe
noepwmHe 102 m?2. TOKOM apXe0a0LWKnX
UcTpaxuearba HanasuwTa MNusbakoBal,
KOHCTaTOBaHW Cy ocTauM 3HaudajHujer
NpancTopmnjcKor Haces/ba Kao U Mame
cpeaH0BeKkoBHe HaceobuHe. CpeaumiiHm
[€e0 OBUX Hacesba CUTyMpaH je Y NCTOYHOM
Aeny HanasuwTa, O4HOCHO CeKTopuMMa

I n II, koju cy yaammeHn oko 40 m of
MarncrpanHor nyTta Jleckosay - Bpame.
CoHpe y cekTopuma III n IV otBOpeHe cy y
jyrosanagHoM, 04HOCHO CEBEPOMCTOYHOM
Aeny HanasuwTa WTo yjeaHo npeacTas/ba
M Kpajre rpaHuue wupera osor seher
npancTopmnjckor Hacesba.

KynTypHu €noj y CBUM OTBOpPEHUM
COHAaMa Hasiexe Ha CMBY CTEPUSIHY
rnvHy. JebrbnHa KynTypHor cnoja kpehe
ce namehy 0,4 n 2,1 m. Y coHgama
cektopa I n IT jacHO cy KOHCcTaToBaHa
yeTMpwu KynTypHa cnoja. HenocpegHo
M3HaJA 34paBuue, y Hajaybbem
KY/JITYPHOM C/l0jy OTKpMBEHaje KepaMuka
KapakTepucTu4Ha 3a caM Kpaj pasBujeHor
6poH3aHor goba, ogHocHo nepuoa XIV-
XIII B.N.H.e. Y oBOM cnojy usasajajy cy
KPYLWKOJINKM nexapu, Mare 6UKoHNYHe
3aene pasrpHyTtor o6oaa, KOHUYHe
wosbe, a HajépojHujn cy dparMeHTn
HeyKpaleHNX KpyLwKkoamknx amdopa ca
YeTMpW BepTUKaIHe ApLIKE CUMETPUYHO
pacnopeheHe Ha Tpbyxy. Ha ocHoBy
TUMOJIOWKNX OANINKA, FpHYapuja ns osor
cfnoja ce Moxe onpeaenutn y 6prunuky
KyATYPHY rpyny. Y oBOM c/0jy je HaheHo
1 Buwe aptedakaTa o4 OKpecaHor
KaMmeHa (KpeMeH, KBapumT), Kao WTo cy
cTpyranuue, cTtpyraudm, kpaha n gyxa
ceunBa un ap. Takohe, npoHaheH je u
jenaH npeameT o4 MeTana, O4HOCHO
6poH3aHa urna npaBoyraocHor npeceka,
Koja je aenumnyHo owTeheHa. Cnean
C/10j Ca KepaMWKOM MnpesiasHor nepuoaa
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Cnuka 1 - lNornea Ha
nokanutetT MubakoBal,
Figure 1 - View on the site
Piljakovac

m2. The excavations showed the existence
of a larger prehistoric and a smaller
medieval settlement. The center of both
settlements is located in the eastern part
of the site, in sectors I and II, at around
40 m from the local road Leskovac-
Vranje. Trenches in sectors III and IV
were opened in the southwestern and
northeastern part of the site on locations
that proved to be the edges of the
prehistoric settlement.

Cultural layers in all of the trenches
lie on a layer of sterile gray clay. The
thickness of the cultural layer varies
from 0.4 to 2.1 m. Four horizons were
registered in trenches in sectors I and II.
Right above the sterile soil, in the deepest
layer, pottery shards were discovered
with the characteristics of the very end
of the fully developed Bronze Age (14"-
13t century BC). The most significant
finds from this layer are pear shaped

Cnuka 2 - Octaum
ctambeHor objekta y
cekTopy 2

Figure 2 - Remains of the
house in sector 2
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n3 6poH3aHor y ctapuje reosgeHo goba,
0AHOCHO BpeMeHa oA XII go X B.M.H.e.
Kepamuka 13 oBor cnoja, sehuHomM je
nonvpaHa, a o4 Kepammukmx obnuka
Haj3acTyrn/beHunje cy 3aene, amdope,
rnexapuv un kp4yasu. pH4Yapuja oBor crnoja
yrnaBHOM je AeKopucaHa KaHenoBareM.
HenocpeaHo Ha 0OBaj C/10j Hanexy octaum
ctambeHunx objekarta HacTtanm y IX-VIII
B.M.H.e., OAHOCHO Yy NOYeTHUM eTanama
pa3Boja ctapujer reo3geHor goba.
OcTtaum obpyLieHnx 3mgoBa n NoAHOr
nena oBUX Haa3eMHUx objekaTta Npyxuam
Cy 3Ha4vajHe nogaTke Kako O BEUYUHU,

beakers, smaller bi-conical bowls with
averted rims, conical cups and numerous
fragments of pear shaped amphorae
with four vertical handles symmetrically
placed on the belly and no ornaments.
Typologically, this pottery is characteristic
for the Brnjica cultural group. A number
of chipped stone artifacts was discovered
in this layer, mostly scrapers, longer

and shorter blades ext. The only metal
object discovered is a partly damaged
bronze needle of rectangular section.
Material from the next layer indicates the
transition period between the Bronze and
Iron Age (12%-
10% century
BC). Pottery
from this layer is
mostly polished
with bowls,
amphorae,
beakers

and jugs as
dominating
vessel types.
Ornaments on
vessels were
mainly done

in channeling
technique.

Cnuka 3 - Octauun jame
1 KaMeHe KOHCTpyKuuje y
coHam 1, cextop 1

Immediately on
the described

Tako M O HAYMHY HMXOBE rpaghee.
Ha n3ropenom kyhHoMm neny jacHo ce
youaBajy otucum rpega un npyha unjum
npomMep Bapupa oA HEKONIMKO A0 BULE
AeceTunHa ueHTuMeTapa. O4 KepaMnuknx
dopmMu AOMUHMPaAjy NoCyae pa3HOBPCHUX
obnuka, amgope, Wwosbe, nexapu. 3HaTaH
6poj nocyna nekopucaH je Xurocarem
“S"” MOTMBa, OTUCKMBaHeM HaszybsbeHor
Toukuha - paane un kaHenosareMm. Uy
OBOM KYNTYPHOM C/0jy je KOHCTaToBaH
nsBecTtaH 6poj apTedakata og okpecaHor
KameHa, yrinaBHOM CTpyrava.

Takohe, y OBOM KynTypHOM Cnojy, Y
coHaun CekTtopa I ucrtpaxeHo je 1 nap jama
pasnMuUTMX BENYNHA, KOje Cy yKonaHe
TOKOM cTapujer reosgaeHor goba.

Hajsaa, y HajMnahem mn HajBuweM
cNnojy, Koju je ncnog came nospLinHe,
OTKPMBEHa je CpefHOBEKOBHA
rpHuyapuja u3 X n XI seka. Og rpHyapuje
Haj3acTyn/bEHU]N CY JIOHUM KOju cy
yrnaBHOM AeKOpMCaHU CHOMOBMMA
napanenHo Unun BasoBUTO ype3aHuX
nuHuja.

Figure 3 - Remains of pit- layer lie the
hole and stone construction .
in trench 1, sector 1 remains of

dwellings dated
to 9t-8t century BC, the beginning
phase of the Early Iron Age. Demolished
wall and floor daub provide valuable
information on the size and building
technique of these freestanding dwellings.
Imprints of beams and wattle are clearly
visible in the burned daub. The distance
between imprints varies from several to
tens of centimeters. The most dominant
vessel shapes are amphorae, cups and
beakers. Significant number of vessels
was decorated with «S» shaped brands,
imprints of a denticulate wheel-"radla”
and channeling. A number of chipped
stone artifacts was discovered, mainly
scrapers.

In the trench in sector I, belonging
to the same cultural layer, several pits of
various sizes were discovered dated to
the Late Iron Age.

Finally, the latest and upper-most
layer uncovered pottery dated to the
Medieval period, namely 10t*"-11t% century
AD. The most common vessels are pots
decorated with bundles of parallel and
wavy incised lines.
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Pe3ynTtaTu 3alUITUTHMX apXeosIoWKNX Rescue excavations on archaeological
UCTpaxueamwa Hanasmwra lMNubakosal, site Piljakovac provided extremely
Ko BnaguumHor XaHa npyxwuna cy valuable data about the complex nature
AparoueHe noaaTke O CIIOXEHUM of ethno-cultural changes that marked the
rnpouecmMa eTHO-KY/ITYPHUX NMpoMeHa transition period between the Late Bronze
Koje cy obenexwune kpaj 6poH3aHor goba and Early Iron Age. This site is also very
Kao W rno4veTak crtapujer rsosgeHor goba. significant due to its very well preserved
Takohe, 0BO HanasmwTe je n3yseTHo stratigraphy and numerous archaeological
Ba)XXHO 360r oyyBaHe cTpaTurpadumje artifacts as opposed to many of the sites
Kao W 3HayajHe KOJIMYMHE MOKPETHOr of this period in this part of Serbia.

apXxeosiIoWKOor MaTtepujana WwTo HUje
cny4aj ca BehuHoM HanasuwTa npenasHor
nepuoga y osom geny Cpbuje.

CBakako, ncrtpaxuBara 0BOr
HanasuwTa 6m Tpebano HacTaBUTH
Hapo4nTO aKko Ce uMa y Bmay Aa My npeTtu
YHULWTEHE N3rpagHhoM HOBOI ayTonyTa.

Cnuka 4 - AMdopa 13
cnoja III

Figure 4 - Amphora from
layer III

We feel it is of extreme importance
to continue the research on this site since
the construction of the new highway is
threatening to destroy it.



